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Status

This specification is a draft reflecting consensus reached by members of the yaml-core mailing
list [http://lists.sourceforge.net/lists/listinfo/lyaml-core]. Any questions regarding this draft should
be raised on this list.

URI: tag: yanl . org, 2002: bi nary

Shorthand: 'l bi nary

Kind: Scalar.

Canonical: Base64 without white space and line breaks.
Regexp: Base64 including white space and line breaks.
Definition: A sequence of zero or more octets (8 bit values).

Binary data is serialized using the base64 format as defined by RFC2045
[http://www.ietf.org/rfc/rfc2045.1xt] (MIME), with the following notes:

* The content is not restricted to lines of 76 characters or less.

» Characters other than the base64 alphabet, line breaks and white space are considered an
error.

Baseb64 is the recommended way to store opaque binary data in YAML files. Note that many
forms of binary data have internal structure that may benefit from being represented as YAML
nodes (e.g. the Java serialization format).
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Example 1.!'! bi nary Examples

canonical: !!binary "\
ROl GODI hDAANMAI QAAP/ / 9/ X17unp5WZnZgAAACE n515eXvPz7Y6Q ubDg4J+f n5\
Ork6enp56enm paWN Y6 04SEhP/ ++f [ ++f [ ++f [ ++f [ ++f [ ++f [ ++F [ ++f [ +\
+f [ ++f [ ++f [ ++f [ ++f | ++SH+Dk1hZGUgd2] 0aCBHSUL QACWAAAAADAANAAAFL C\
Agj oEWNUNAFChpEMTRI ggcz4BNJHr v/ zCFcLi wWWYNGB4BwwEe ECcgggoBADs ="
generic: !binary |
ROl GODI hDAAMAI QAAP/ / 9/ X17unp5WZnZgAAACE n515eXvPz7Y6Q uDg4J+f n5
Ork6enp56enm paWNj Y6 04SEhP/ ++f [ ++f [ ++f [ ++f [ ++f [ ++f [ ++f [ ++f [ +
+f [ ++f [ ++f [ ++f [ ++f | ++SH+Dk1hZGUgd2] 0aCBHSUL QACWAAAAADAAMAAAFLC
Agj oOEWNUNAFChpEMTRI ggcz4BNJHr v/ zCFcLi wWMAYNGB4BwwEe ECcgggoBADs =
descri ption:
The binary value above is a tiny arrow encoded as a gif imge.
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